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being brought from a foreign Country, and a common 
vogue and efteem they have got in the World,, then from 
any intrinftek veriue they have in the cure of Ditea&s j 
and that whjch teems moll to recommend them is their 
extravagant Price : Whereas we can name twenty Me¬ 
dicines in the Materia Medica, that each of them is as 
effectual, if not more, in the Cure of Difeates, and to 
be procured at lefs Charges. 


VIII. Part of a Letter fro?;* Mr, Bulliere to 
Dr, Sioane, wherein he gives an Account of 
the new way of Cutting for the Stone by the 
Hermit , with his Opinion of it, 

H Ere is the Defeription of the way of performing 
the Operation, for the extraction of the Stone out 
of the Bladder, by Brother James an Hermit in France , 
as I received it from Paris. 

He maketh ufe of a Steel Staff, much bigger and 
Ihorter than thofe which are commonly made uleof; 
it is Ihorter from the top to the bending of it, it bends 
more than ours, he hath but two, one for Men and ano¬ 
ther for Children. 

His Condu&or is flender and longer than ours, the 
point .whereof, which goes into the Bladder, being of 
the Figure of a Lozenge, is wide and open in the extre¬ 
mity. 

His Forceps have longer brandies t ban ours ; but the 
holds of them are Ihorter and wider, with maov lame 
Teeth within, ' e 


The 


The Royal Society is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to 

Philosophical Transactions (1683-1775). 



www.jstor.org 








( 10 * ) 

The Eurethra with which he draweth the Sand or 
Gravel, which remain fometimesin the Bladder after the 
Stone is out, is fhorter than ours. 

His Knife is much longer and flenderer than 
ours. 

He caufeth the Patient to ly flat upon his back, 
either upon his Bed, or upon a Table, whereupon is a 
foft Quilt, in fuch a manner, that the Fundament is 
three or four Fingers over the Table, fbme Servants 
(importing his Thighs and Legs. 

He ufeth no Ligature to fatten the Patient, giving 
him more liberty than vve do ; he caufeth his Legs to 
be bent againtt the Thighs, but not the Thighs againft 
the Belly, except the left, which in his Operation he u- 
feth more or lefs as he thinks fit. 

Then he introduceth the Catheter or Staff into the 
Bladder ; which though bigger and fhorter than ours, 
yet feemeth to run in eafier : Very often he holdeth 
it himfelf with his left Hand, preffing it clofe toward 
the Fundament, in order to dilate and extend the Mem¬ 
branes of the Bladder ; then he feelethwith the Fingers 
of his right Hand, to find out the ftaff through the 
Skin ; fo having felt it, he runneth his incifion Knife 
at the bent of the left Thigh, upon the fat protuberan- 
cy below the Ifchium Bone, dire&Iy upward by the 
re&um to the Bladder, which he pierceth by its neck, 
and fometimes a little above it. 

When he Cutteth, the cutting parts of his Knife are 
turned upward and downward; having thus pierced the 
Bladder , which he knoweth when the llrine runneth 
out; then heturnethhis Knife, and thrufteth it a little 
further, in order to open the Bladder wide enough, 
that his Finger may go in eafily ; then he withdraw- 
eth his Knife, and enlargeth the Wound in the out¬ 
ward 
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ward Parts, of the length of two or three inches } 
after which he thrufteth his Finger into the Bladder, in 
order to know more precifely the bignefs and fitua- 
tion of the Stone, and make it loofe, but chiefly to di¬ 
late the Overture of the Bladder, by tearing irs Mem¬ 
branes. 

Then he Introduceth his Conductor into the Bladder, 
along this Finger which is in it. 

When the Conductor is in the Bladder, he taketh 
the Staff out, and introduceth the Forceps by the Con¬ 
ductor info it,with which he gets hold of the Stone, and 
drawethitout. 

If he find any difficulty , either in getting held ot 
the Stone or in drawing it out, he ufeth all the ways 
commonly ufed , raifingthe left Thigh more or left, 
puting his Finger in the Fundament, and fometimes in¬ 
to the Bladder, in order to examine the fituation of 
the Stone, and loofen it, in cale there might be any 
adhefion with the Membranes of the Bladder. Having 
found out and removed the Caufe of the difficulty, he 
thrufteth the forceps again into the Bladder, and gets 
hold of the Stone, and pulls it out. 

It is to be oblerved, that this fecond time, nor on a* 
ny other, he ufeth no Conductor, the Forceps running 
in very eafily. 

He never thrufteth either his Finger nor any in- 
ftrument into the Bladder, without fteeping them in Oyl 
of Rofes. 

He never ufeth any Dilatatorium , nor Camla, or 
Tents in the Wound, except fometimes fmall Doftils in 
the-Lips of the outward Wound to keep them open for 
a little while. . 

He ufeth noOyntment at all for the Wound, applying 
only a Pledget fteep’d in Oyl of Rofes upon it, for he un- 
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derftands nothing at all in the way of dreffing Wounds, 
nor in the Dyet which the Patient is to obferve, which 
things he doth not value. 

In this way he Operatethas dexteroufly as any of our 
heft Operators. 

Very often he Cutteth the Patient upon the Gripe, ah 
mo ft in the lame manner as was ufed formerly, except 
that he maketh the Incifion in the fame place as for the 
former; this way he liketh better than the other, and it 
feemeth to be more favoured by him,and indeed it is furer, 
though the prefling upon the Belly, which he doth, is 
a very bad Method. 

He Cutteth Women upon the Staff, and in the fame 
place as Men; he did perform this Operation in 
my Pretence upon Three, One whereof was but 
a Girl of Eleven years old ; which maketh me 
believe that he ufeth the fame way in all, though 
in them he did cut the internal Neck of the V - 
terus. 

But to-tell you my Opinion, That way, neither in 
Men nor in Women, is not fo lure as the ancient 
way, by reafon that the point of his Knife not being 
directed by the Staff, he is always in danger of piercing 
all the Membranes of the Bladder through and through ; 
and befides the place whereupon he maketh the Incifion, 
being full of eonfiderable Veffels, one can hardly avoid 
the cutting fotne of them, we have obferved in 
almoft all taat dyed in his Hands, that there was a great 
deal of Blood in the Bladder, and in fome, in the Cavity 
of the Abdomen. 

He fucceedeth better when the Stone is big and large, 
than when it is (mail, by reafon that a big Stone not 
only extendeth the Bladder, but it ftoppeth the point 
of the Knife ; He did refute to cut one, in whofe 
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Bladder there was but a ftnali Stone ; which confirm- 
eth me in the Opinion, that the unfuccefsfuinefs 
of his Operations proceedeth from the point of his 
Knife, noc being ftopt r neither by the Staff nor 
Stone,* for when there is but a fmall Stone, the 
Bladder being empty, he muff neceffarily cur the 
whole Bladder throughly, and confequently cut fome of 
its own Vefiels, which caufeth the Hemorrhage, 
which is the better voided when the Stone is very 
large. 

Now, Sir, to tell you my Opinion, though I can¬ 
not approve that way on all occafions; yet, I think 
it might be fuccefsfully improved in fome particu¬ 
lar Cafes; give me leave. Sir, to give you an Ac¬ 
count of my Obfervations about it, fince I received the 
former Account. 

I took a Body, in the Bladder of which I put a 
Stone, the Staff being in the Bladder, I did prefs it 
downward, hard enough as to be felt through the Te¬ 
guments, and made the Incifion upon it in the bent of 
the Thigh, in order to know whether it would not be 
a furer way by fecuring the point of the Knife ; by 
that way I got my Conductor and Forceps into the 
Bladder, and drew the Stone very eafily ; but after¬ 
ward, by the Diffedion of the Body, I found that 
the Artery of the Penis t and the Vejiculce femina- 
les were cut through and through,which cannot be avoid¬ 
ed, becaufe the Artery and Veficulae lye immediately un¬ 
der that part of the Bladder which the Staff prefleth 
upon. 

I took another body, and having put in the Bladder 
a fmall Stone, I made the Incifion much lower, and 
pierced the Bladder under the Staff, by which Incifi¬ 
on 
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on I drew the Stone ; then diUe&ing the Body, I 
found the Bladder cut through, and its Arteries, 
which can hardly be avoided , the Bladder being then 
fo much Contracted, that both fides of the Bladder 
are cut, before the Operator either feel the Stone, or fee 
any Urine running out. 

I took a third Body, in the Bladder of which I 
put a very large Stone, the Staff being in it, ! made 
the Incifion upon the fat Protuberancy, under the 
Ifchium Bone ; and piercing the Bladder below the 
Staff, I found immediately the Stone with the point of 
the Knife, with which I cut the Bladder , the length 
of an Inch ; through which having introduced the 
Condu&or, and then the Forceps, I got hold of the 
Stone and drew it out very eafily. Then I did Dif* 
fe(3: the Body, and found, that neither the VefcicuU Se- 
rnnales , nor any Artery had been cut , by rea* 
Ion that the weight of the Stone prefled the bot¬ 
tom of the Bladder ; lower than the Veficula’s and 
Arteries. 

My Opinion is then, that this way might be made 
ufe of when the Stone is very big, and willingly, I 
would prefer it to the old way ; for by this way 
vve avoid that extraordinary and violent dilatation of 
the Neck of the Bladder , which the Stone cau- 
feth when it is very big, and which is the caufe of the 
Inflamation and Mortification of the Bladderthat killeth 
the Patient. 

But when the Stone is fmall, or of but an in¬ 
different bignefs, the old way is eafier and fu- 
rer. 

Though I have not tried this way upon Wo¬ 
men , yet I cannot approve it at all, fince one 
cannot avoid cutting the Neck of the Vterus, the Gi- 
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catrix of which might prove to be of fome ill Con- 
fequence, in cafe the Woman ftiould come to be with 
Child. 

In Women, when the Stone is but indifferent 
big, the old way is preferable to any other,• but if 
it was very big, then I had rather to thruft my Fin¬ 
gers into the Vagina, and bring the Stone as near 
the neck of the Bladder as can be, and cut the Mem¬ 
branes of the Vagina and Bladder upon the Stone : I 
did cut a Woman in Hamburgh by that way, of 
which I drew a Stone, weighing five Ounces and a 
half, who did Recover very well. By this way 
we prevent the incontinency of Urine, which fbl- 
Joweth always the Extra&ion of great Stones in Wo¬ 
men. 

I cannot approve neither the cutting upon the Gripe, 
as it is pra&ifed by fome Mountebanks ; Becaufe 
in that way one cutteth through the Projiates, which 
deflroyetb the parts of Generation. I have obferved 
that all thofe which have been cut by that method, 
were never fit for Generation. 
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